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Prepared by Sapio Analytics, a government advisory firm, that works closely with Government
of India bodies in the field of geopolitics, through its Geopolitical Division, this paper is a part
of the series of white papers that study India’s relations with countries across the world.
The purpose of this paper is to introduce and study relations between India and New Zealand.
The relation between the countries has a great potential to develop and grow, and an analysis
driven plan can strengthen the outputs of this potential.
Our past can never be outdated, as it has our existence rooted in it. This paper on India-New
Zealand takes into account our history, our present, our unique cultures, and much more to
identify and derive what can be a mutually beneficial association.
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SUMMARY
This paper starts off with introduction of the existing relations between the countries, and tries
to explore how the relationship has fared over the years. Besides talking about the relations
upon formation of the nation states, it also talks about the ancient cultural similarities between
the two countries.
It touches upon various other aspects of the relationship, including maritime relations, trade
between the countries, and pop culture relations. By going through various parameters about
this relationship, it sets the tone for the possibilities of a deeper association arising out of the
same.
The document also refers to certain original research, using scraping of digital information,
analytics around citizens’ behaviours in the two countries, and other tools such as Google
Trends. Using this research, and combining the same with various research done around the
potential depth of relationships between the two countries, the document also provides certain
recommendations on certain untapped areas where actions need to be taken.
It focuses on transforming Tourism in New Zealand, by opening it up to a much larger group
of people, using certain benefits that can come in, only through its relationship with India.
Simultaneously, it also talks about improving trade relations using the power of cultural
similarities, besides providing scope of huge value addition to India’s AYUSH sector where A
stands for Ayurveda and Y for Yoga.
The core conclusion of this paper is that there exists a lot of untapped areas where some work
can lead to identification of deep relationship building between businesses and societies of the
two countries, India and New Zealand. With appropriate actions towards the same, India’s
economy can see a major boost, while socio-economic conditions shall see a positive shift in
New Zealand.
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INTRODUCTION

New Zealand (here on NZ) in 2020, elected one of the most diverse parliaments in the world
(CNN, 2020) with PM Jacinda Ardern entering her second term. This invariably connects NZ
with the largest democracy in the world, whose constitution, society and culture prides itself in
being an example of ‘unity in diversity’.

In other fields too India and NZ have converged. Both in their own ways have sphere headed
women rights and equality. NZ is the first country in the world to give women their voting
rights in 1893 (New Zealand Government, Ministry for Culture and Heritage,2018)
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Available at: https://teara.govt.nz/en/photograph/27882/international-activism

Available at: https://www.istockphoto.com/photo/woman-voting-rights-in-newzealandgm182243111-11274094
In 1947 when India became an independent country, it made its own laws, regulations and
constitution. Since the first general election as an independent country free from British
colonialism, all Indians- men, women, minorities were granted equal voting rights
(Tinker,1956). Although 54 years apart, there is an unparallel common ground that one can
find between the first nation that granted women voting rights and the nation that since its first
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independent election have granted voting rights to women. They are both first in their own right
when it comes to women rights.
India and NZ differ from each other on various grounds too, starting from ancient period to the
modern times. NZ was the last large and liveable place in the world to be discovered (ABC
The Science Show, 2014). In contrast, earth’s first land to rise above the ocean is in India (The
Swaddle, 2021) and has one of the oldest civilizations in the world, Indus Valley Civilization.
NZ is not just a part of the commonwealth of nations but is also a constitutional monarchy with
Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II as its sovereign and Head of State of New Zealand. Her
Majesty the Queen under the NZ law is referred to as the Queen of New Zealand (The Royal
Family, UK). On the other hand, India became the first republic to join the commonwealth
(Kumarasingham, 2013 cited by Catherall, 2018) and does not regard Her Majesty Queen
Elizabeth II as the head of state of India, although it acknowledges Her Majesty as the Head of
Commonwealth of Nations.
India- NZ relations have been cordial throughout the years and sometimes have shown the
potential to go beyond the formalities. For instance, NZ has been supportive of India’s
membership at the UN Security Council. Moreover, NZ has also backed India’s NSG bid
(Deccan Chronicles,2016), supporting India’s membership in the nuclear support group. This
paper brings forward India-New Zealand’s relations, wanting it to become more than mere
relations it has been.
During the times of COVID-19, New Zealand provided its support to India, in terms of
knowledge and strategies that helped it become the first country to become free of COVID-19
in the mid of 2020, which were then used by government advisory firms in India, including
Sapio Analytics, in shaping the proposed policies of lockdowns on a hyperlocal level across
India.
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DIASPORA

Available at: https://www.stuff.co.nz/national/108240390/from-lascars-to-skilledmigrantsindian-diaspora-in-new-zealand-and-australia

NZ currently has approximately, 2,50,000 persons of Indian origin & NRIs, a vast majority of
which have NZ their permanent home. India is the second highest source of international
students in NZ, pursuing higher education in IT, hospitality, science, engineering and
architecture (High Commission of India, Wellington,2021). To tap this vast educational
market, an educational counsellor was appointed at the New Zealand High Commission in New
Delhi.
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Last year (in 2020), the Auckland Indian Association
celebrated its centenary year, signifying Indian
diaspora’s strength and longevity in NZ since 1920.
Six years after Aukland Indian Association, the New
Zealand Indian Central Association Inc (NZICA) was
formed. It is the only national Indian organization in
NZ set up as an umbrella body for regional Indian
community groups throughout Aotearoa. NZICA
striving over the years for:
•

Indians living in NZ are valued citizens

•

The Indian community is strong and connected

•

Benefits of social integration into NZ are realised.

With nineteen Indian organizations, all ethnic groups from India are represented through
NZICA in NZ.
There various initiatives taken by the diasporic organization to showcase India-New Zealand’s
connection. One of them is Mokaa- Land of Opportunity held by NZICA. It is an exhibition,
that provides snapshots of NZ’s Indian diaspora since the earliest contact and settlement. In
2018, it toured throughout NZ, showcasing the years, relations and ways in which Indian
diaspora in NZ is unique and has contributed towards greater good of NZ, bringing in their
culture and traditions in NZ making it even more diverse and inclusive.
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Available at: https://www.nzindians.org.nz/mokaa1.html

The testament to NZ’s ethnic diversity beyond Māori (NZ prides itself as one of the most
ethnically diverse countries in the world with 213 ethnicities officially recorded), is Wellington
Hindi School. The school has been established more than 25 years ago and encourages Hindi
language, culture that connects it to its Indian roots. In December 2020, during the annual day
of Wellington Hindi School, Indian High Commissioner Mukesh Pardeshi stressed on the
relevance of language in building a sense of identity and culture for the Indian diaspora in NZ
(Stuff NZ, 2020).

Today, Hindi is the fourth most spoken language in NZ (High

Commission of India, Wellington,2021). Like the NZICA, many other Indian diaspora
organizations like Indian Association, Hamilton Kerala Samajan, are ways to stay in touch with
one’s culture and traditions. They celebrate Indian festivals, and have a special ceremony
during Indian national holidays like Indian Independence Day, Gandhi Jayanti etc. Among
many important Indian diasporic population, Dr Munir Kadri was a well-known photographer,
long-time surgeon and specialist urologist in Aukland, NZ.
15th August 1947, was a special day for Indians in NZ. Indians in NZ listened to the speech by
PM Nehru, the day was celebrated with picnics, sport, speeches throughout NZ. Many Indians
closed their business for the day to mark the occasion. Indian flag waved high and parades were
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held around streets and parks. Indians in NZ were overjoyed. But was is amazing is the freedom
with which they could express their joy in the streets of their cities throughout NZ.
This speaks volumes about the society, culture and role of Indians in NZ, and also shows the
similarities between the cultures of the countries, that can bind them together towards a deeper
association. The culture of acceptance of diversity creates opportunities of stronger
socioeconomic relationships.
There are places like ‘Coonoor’, which is a small sheep-farming district in northern Wairarapa,
NZ that comes from the name of the city in Tamil Nadu. Or a street in Wellington called
‘Gavaskar Place’ named after Indian cricketer Sunil Gavaskar, Bombay Hill, 50kms south
of Aukland city is named after the ship ‘Bombay’ that docked in Aukland in 1863 bringing
Indians to NZ, and Surat Bay in NZ, in South Island is named after the Ship ‘Surat’ that
shipwrecked in NZ in 1874. Surat is a city in Gujarat, from where the ship had begun its
journey.

Available at: http://www.worldofcricket.net/phpBB3/viewtopic.php?t=2024
These names display a sense of acceptance, inclusiveness and diversity that NZ’s society
inculcates and maintains. This cultural ecosystem finds parallels in India. The statue of Lord
Aukland, was originally erected in Kolkata from 1848-1969, when it was purchased by
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Aukland City Council from Govt of India. This although a minor engagement in India-NZ
relations, but showcases the relations between India and NZ first as colonies of Britain and
then as independent countries maintaining relations as they evolved into nation-states.
According to Sekhar Bandyopadhyay, professor of Asian History at Victoria University of
Wellington, ‘the very first Indians to set foot on Aotearoa were not settlers, but sailors’
(RNZ,2018). In his book, ‘Indians and the Antipodes: Network, Boundaries, and Circulation’
published in 2018, he stresses that Indian diaspora in NZ dates back to 250 years.

Available at: https://www.amazon.in/Indians-Antipodes-Networks-BoundariesCirculationebook/dp/B07FYM2Q1T

Just two months after Capt. James Cook landed in NZ, the first recorded contact was made
between India and NZ. Two young Bengali Muslims, Mahmud Oasim and Nasrin, of which
Mahmud was born in Pondicherry in 1755, and Nasrin aged about sixteen/seventeen on the
muster roll. Both are recorded as dying in Peru on 14 th April 1770, where the ship sailed after
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leaving Aotearoa under duress (The Conversation,2018). Thus, contact between Indian and NZ
predates the British colonialism.
In October 2007, on Gandhiji birth anniversary, his statue was unveiled outside Wellington
Railway station. It is a larger-than-life statue made in bronze by Indian sculptor, Gautam Pal.
Indian government gifted the statue to NZ. In his speech mayor Kerry Prendergast, observed
that gifting the statue on India’s part is an expression of our deep appreciation and committed
of the people of NZ for setting an example to the world of a tolerant, open and inclusive society’
(New Zealand Govt,2007). Simply put, accepting Gandhiji’s statue to erected outside
Wellington railway station is a symbolic gesture that signifies the importance of it.
Thus, Indian diaspora in New Zealand have a strong connect to their roots in India, while they
are constantly striving and contributing towards the progress of New Zealand. This truly
represents the bridge between India and New Zealand through Indian diaspora.
Besides the diaspora, there is a notable population of Maori-Indian ethnicity in NZ, this
ethnicity is a result of mixed heritage of Maori and Indian ancestry.

INDIA NEW ZEALAND TOURISM

Available at: https://www.newzealand.com/in/getting-here/
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As India increasingly attaches more importance to the connections between the Indian
Ocean region and the Western Pacific, captured in its use of the term ‘Indo Pacific’, it is
useful to look at the significance of Tourism, which is arguably the fastest and surest way
of getting to know a country’s culture by the civil society at large. Here, New Zealand has
a strategic significance, albeit still limited. Education and tourism have emerged as main
growth sectors in services. The number of tourists from India have more than doubled in the
last 5 years and now exceeds 70,000 per annum. India is New Zealand’s second largest source
of international students, with over 17,000 Indian students studying in New Zealand (New
Zealand Govt. Foreign Affairs and Trade)
New Zealand is an increasingly popular destination for Indian tourists and continues to provide
fabulous location scenery and favourable terms for Bollywood’s film-makers. Two decades
ago, the blockbuster movie Kaho Naa… Pyaar Hai (‘Say… you are in love’) put New Zealand
and its Southern Lakes firmly on the romantic map. The movie inspired not just Indian
honeymooners to travel to New Zealand, but also other Indian film producers keen to replicate
its success. Today, New Zealand promotes itself as a honeymoon destination at bridal and
wedding fairs in India, but other themes are also in the mix, including adventure tourism (Asia
New Zealand Foundation).
The Indian market’s preference to travel in New Zealand in autumn and spring seasons makes
it an important market to help spread tourist visitation across the year, and the Indian visitors’
propensity to engage in a high number of activities makes it very valuable. There are Indian
Associations in ten major towns, which help the community nurture its cultural heritage.
Coupled with an Indian diaspora of more than 2,00,000, New Zealand poses itself as an
attractive tourist destination to Indian tourists, with many cultural events and a familiar cuisine.
New Zealand’s key target segment in India is independent professionals. Free Independent
Travellers (FIT) currently make up around 60 per cent of New Zealand's Indian visitors and
this sector is increasing more rapidly than group travel. Over half of Indian visitors travel
outside the main regions. Most Indian holiday arrivals are first time visitors to New Zealand
(New Zealand Tourism)
Given the significance of the people-to-people dimension, any measures to enhance this link
would help also. With the current numbers, New Zealand-India tourism projections for 2022
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are 1/10 of that for New Zealand-China. The jump from 19th position to now 10th largest tourist
arrivals from India is a welcome sign. Encouraging airlines to take advantage of the signing of
a new direct air services agreement would undoubtedly lead to further growth in the number of
Indian tourists visiting New Zealand. It would help if New Zealand reciprocates New Delhi’s
decision to grant New Zealanders tourist visas on arrival in India. At the opposite end of the
scale, an increase in the number and seniority of high-level visits (especially from India to New
Zealand) would also help to further the bilateral relationship (LSE Blog, 2016)
In this respect, Prime Minister Narendra Modi met New Zealand Prime Minister John Key on
the side-lines of the Nuclear Security Summit 31st March 2016. Both PMs discussed issues of
mutual interest such as tourism, aviation, education, food processing technology and
Bollywood (Brief on India-New Zealand Relations, MEA, GoI,2016)
Given the size of the Indian diaspora exceeding 2,00,000, and the two-way flow of travellers
for business and tourism, having a direct scheduled flight between the two countries may be a
game changer in taking the bilateral relations to the next level (New Zealand- India Bilateral
Brief, 2020)
With an eye on the post COVID-19 environment, Tourism New Zealand has launched a virtual
campaign “Messages from New Zealand” to promote the country as a tourist destination within
India. The virtual campaign is focused on highly targeted digital ads using platforms such as
Facebook and Google and features everyday New Zealanders sharing video messages of hope
and care with their international family, presenting a unique Kiwi perspective about what is
important to them. The campaign aims to build brand appeal, consideration and preference for
New Zealand for the time when borders reopen post Covid-19 (Invest India,2020)
On the New Zealand side, better resourcing of visa issuing shall further ease strains on the
education and tourism markets and benefit the countries’ economic prospects.
Tourism is one of the major sources of income and jobs in New Zealand, with direct
contribution of NZ$16.2 billion (or 5.8%) of the country's GDP in the year ended March 2019.
It is expected that around 7.5% of New Zealand’s workforce is directly employed in tourism
industry. New Zealand’s ability to inspire such strong inflow tourists comes from its unique
natural landscapes, as demonstrated by an analysis of various statements of tourists entering
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New Zealand (reference, a text analytics of scraping of various comments of foreign tourists in
NZ, extracted from various travel sites through our proprietary tools).
The natural beauty of New Zealand needs to be preserved in a sustainable manner throughout
the upcoming future, while also extracting higher value from these places without impacting
environment. India’s cultural history, particularly its focus on nature-driven healthcare,
provides the possibilities of creating higher and more sustainable value through NZ’s nature.

MARITIME RELATIONS
The term Indo-Pacific, its implications and associations play a vital role in India-New
Zealand’s relations. India-NZ’s maritime relations is dominated by their geographies – one a
peninsular country and another a largely isolated island nation respectively. Moreover, IndiaNZ
have had a unique maritime relations story. Even before India became an independent country,
during the WW I, Indian soldiers fought and died alongside Australian and New
Zealand Army Corps in the Battle of Gallipoli (RNZ,2021)

Available at: https://www.rnz.co.nz/national/programmes/anzacday/galleries/the-indianarmyat-gallipoli
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Available at: https://scroll.in/article/724258/photos-a-hundred-years-laterindiascontribution-to-the-gallipoli-landing
In 1939, ‘Achilles’ ship of New Zealand played an important role in the Battle of River Plate.
This was the first ship in New Zealand’s battle history. It received a hero’s welcome back in
NZ in 1940. There was a huge parade in Aukland and Wellington for its significant role and
win alongside the allied powers in the Battle of Rive Plate. This ship was given a major refit
and was sold to India on Commission into the Royal Navy as HMIS Delhi. It carried the
emotional and sentimental value along, rekindling India-NZ’s relations in 1969 when the ship
was given formally decommissioned on 30 June 1978. Some of her fittings including Y gun
turret and the Director Control Tower were later shipped to NZ (New Zealand Government,
Ministry for Culture and Heritage)
NZ teaches and discusses Kautilya’s Arthashastra with great seriousness in its strategic circles.
Kautilya’s Arthashastra refers to a practice of political diplomacy that arose in India, and is

16 | P a g e

India New Zealand
Sapio Analytics – Geopolitical Division
(Concept Paper #6)

epitomized by the written material on position, policy and military strategy written by Kautilya.
Kautilya is said to be an academician at Taxila University and later the Prime Minister of the
Mauryan Empire, the largest empire in ancient India. Kautilya’s Arthashastra is included in the
Command and Staff College course in NZ.
India and New Zealand work together towards the regional peace such as in ASEAN+6,
ASEAN Regional Forum (ARF) and more recently East Asia Summits and Asia Pascific
community. India became a dialogue partner in ‘Pacific Islands forum’ (PIF) in 2003 where its
‘Regional Assistance Initiative’ with NZ focuses on multilateral assistance to islands such as
capacity building, economy, energy and technological aid. PIF is a right forum for both
countries to realise vision for sustainable development in the region (Mishra,2015)
New Zealand has recognized the significance of the Indian Ocean region and is adapting its
foreign, defence and economic policies accordingly. New Zealand is expanding its regional
engagement through the deepening of diplomatic ties, the negotiation of bilateral and
multilateral trade agreements, greater cultural integration and the refocusing of defence, aid
and foreign policies to reflect the changes nature of the region.
India’s extended ‘Look East Policy’ underscores major shift in its perspective of the region
and also shoulders common commitments in the Pacific (Mishra,2015). India became a
dialogue partner in ‘Pacific Islands forum’ (PIF) in 2003 where its ‘Regional Assistance
Initiative’ with NZ focuses on multilateral assistance to islands such as capacity building,
economy, energy and technological aid. PIF is a right forum for both countries to realize vision
for sustainable development in the region.
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Available at: https://www.forumsec.org/pacific-islands-forum-secretariat-pifs/
India's defence relations with New Zealand date back to World War I. Naval cooperation
activities between the two countries include port calls by warships, passage exercises and
participation in courses conducted at defence institutes. New Zealand has also been a
regular participant of `Milan' activities conducted by the Indian Navy.
Indian and New Zealand navies will soon formalize a planned structure of engagement, which
will include training exchanges. The Royal New Zealand Navy, was already an observer at the
Indian Ocean Naval Symposium (IONS). Maintaining that there is a lot of room for mutual
cooperation, the Indian Ocean is important to New Zealand and its Navy, as 98 to 99 per cent
of imports and exports happen by the sea – a lot of it through the Indian Ocean. And the New
Zealand Navy would be increasingly working together with the Indian Navy to keep the sea
lines of communication free for trade and commerce.
As India increasingly attaches more importance to the connections between the Indian Ocean
region and the Western Pacific, encapsulated in its use of the term ‘Indo Pacific’, New Zealand
has a strategic significance (albeit still limited) which it has not hitherto had. India certainly
sees merit in advancing engagement between the two navies as well as furthering defence ties
more generally. Both countries have a shared interest in maintaining vital sea lines of
communication through the Indian Ocean. At a global level, as India looks for international
partners and seeks to play a more prominent role, New Zealand can be a valuable friend;
18 | P a g e

India New Zealand
Sapio Analytics – Geopolitical Division
(Concept Paper #6)

particularly as Wellington is supportive of Indian membership of an expanded and reformed
UN Security Council.

ECONOMIC RELATIONS
India and New Zealand (NZ) have historically shared close and cordial ties. Similarities such
as membership of the Commonwealth, common law practices and pursuing shared aspirations
of achieving economic development and prosperity through democratic governance systems
for diverse communities in both countries provide an excellent backdrop for deepening the
friendly ties. Both countries became independent in the same year and diplomatic
representation of India was established in 1950 with the opening of a Trade Commission, which
was later upgraded to High Commission.
Bilateral relations were established in 1952 between India and New Zealand. India is NZ’s
11th largest two-way trading partner with total two-way trade valued at US$1.80 bn during
the year ending September 2020. Education and tourism are NZ’s growth sectors with India.
Indian students numbering approximately 15000 (before the pandemic) are the 2nd largest
source of international students for NZ. The number of Indian visitors to NZ in 2018 was the
9th largest at 67,953.
India primarily imports logs and forestry products, wood pulp, wool and edible fruit & nuts
from NZ. Indian exports to NZ mostly are pharmaceuticals/medications, precious metals and
gems, textiles and motor vehicles and non-knitted apparel and accessories.
Bilateral Trade in the last 5 years (in US Dollars):
Indian Imports Total Imports Indian Exports Total Exports Total
from NZ
to NZ
Trade
Goods Services

(US$

Goods Services

billion)
2020 0.34b

0.6b

0.93b

0.51b

0.26b

0.74b

$1.67b

2019 0.51b

0.70b

1.22b

0.56b

0.20b

0.75b

$1.97b

2018 0.51b

0.77b

1.28b

0.49b

0.20b

0.69b

$1.97b
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2017 0.50b

0.85b

1.35b

0.43b

0.20b

0.63b

$1.98b

2016 0.49b

0.86b

1.35b

0.43b

0.17b

0.60b

$1.94b

2015 0.47b

0.64b

1.11b

0.41b

0.16b

0.57b

$1.68b

Both sides are committed to work towards a high-quality, comprehensive and balanced bilateral
FTA, which is being negotiated since 2010.
NZ identified India as a priority country in its “Opening Doors to India” policy notified in
October 2011, which was reiterated in 2015 (High Commission of India, Wellington). In 2011,
NZ launched the NZ Inc. India Strategy, aiming to make India a core trade, economic and
political partner for NZ. It outlines its vision for India to become its core trade, economic and
political partner by 2015. Importance attached can be gauged by the fact that it is the first of
the series of all-of-government strategies. The strategy has six broad goals viz: trade, export,
mutual investment, retaining skill migrants, ties on regional and global security issues and
raising NZ profile. Each merits a deeper evaluation.
New Zealand’s 2015 Vision’, was released in 2011. This strategy, which recognized how
important India was as an emerging ‘Asian superpower’, contained the vision that India should
‘become a core trade, economic and political partner’ for New Zealand.
On the eve of the visit of DPM / Foreign Minister of NZ to India from 25-28 February, 2020,
NZ released the Strategy Paper “India-NZ 2025 – Investing in the Relationship”, which
builds on earlier policy papers and envisions a more “enduring strategic relationship” with
India over the next five years.
India’s extended ‘Look East Policy’13 underscores major shift in its perspective of the region
and also shoulders common commitments in the Pacific (Mishra, 2015).
All major Indian IT companies are present in NZ. Bank of India, Bank of Baroda and New
India Assurance have commercial operations in NZ. Indian IT giant HCI, which already has a
significant presence in NZ, opened a delivery centre in Hamilton to service Fonterra, one of
world’s biggest dairy cooperative. In 2020, it won $ 20 million annual contract from Fonterra.
In September 2018, Indian cab services company, Ola, launched in NZ and has been gradually
expanding its operations. Mahindra Motors, Tech Mahindra Ltd, Infosys, Dr. Reddy
Laboratories and Royal Enfield Motors have presence in NZ. In October 2020, Tech Mahindra
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announced the acquisition of Melbourne based consulting company Tnzing Ltd for $ 29.5 mn.
In October 2016, Zindia Limited (the largest exporter of NZ logs to India) signed a MoU with
Adani Port and SEZ Limited to promote a Timber Industrial Park at Mudra Port in Gujarat.
In 2019, Fonterra, NZ’s biggest milk producing cooperative, entered into a joint venture
with Future Retail Group and has launched a range of premium dairy products using
Indian raw material. Several other NZ companies have been successfully operating in India,
reaping the advantage of scaling up that the large Indian market offers.
India NZ Business Council (INZBC) and India NZ Trade Alliance (INZTA) are the two
prominent organizations working to promote India-NZ trade and investment relations. The
‘India-NZ Business Summit’ organized by INZBC in partnership with the Indian High
Commission is its annual flagship event drawing participation from the highest level of
leadership in government, business and academia from both countries to deliberate on ways
and means of strengthening bilateral trade and investment.
Regional Comprehensive Economic Partnership (RCEP) agreement
New Zealand’s trade dependency and long history of actively pursuing both bilateral and
multilateral preferential trade agreements (PTAs) make it one of the strongest free trade
proponents. Among the world’s largest free trade agreements, the Regional Comprehensive
Economic Partnership (RCEP) agreement — capturing ASEAN, China, Japan, South Korea,
India, Australia and New Zealand — India opted out in its final stages of negotiation in 2019.
Remaining participants, including New Zealand, could each do more to convince India to stay
and the door is still open.
RCEP is an expression of New Zealand’s interest in finally establishing a trade agreement with
India, the world’s seventh largest economy by nominal GDP and third largest by purchasing
power parity. Evaluation of RCEP suggests a strong margin of preference for New Zealand’s
goods exports to India, particularly in agriculture (Sen, 2020).
It’s important for New Zealand to also consider promoting partnership and technological
collaboration with India in agricultural trade, including dairy, to contribute towards increasing
India’s agricultural productivity. India would in turn be more receptive to opening access to its
goods market, particularly in the high-quality end of the value chain. The recent joint venture
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between New Zealand’s Fonterra and India’s Future Group to launch the Dreamery yogurt
range serves as an example of potential opportunities.
In making progress towards bringing India back to RCEP, the two countries should strengthen
bilateral initiatives alongside the multilateral dialogues and negotiations. This requires that
New Zealand along with other RCEP members recognize the strategic significance of keeping
India engaged in trade liberalization.
Cooperation in the Education Sector:
Education has become a key sector for the two countries. Both governments recognized the
enormous potential for cooperation in the education sector – both in terms of Indian students
studying in New Zealand, and in establishing joint education ventures in India.
As part of the Prime Ministers‟ Education Initiative”, announced during PMJK’s visit in June
2011, the two countries have set up an India-New Zealand Education Council. Establishment
of the New Zealand-India Research Institute (NZIRI) was also announced during Minister
Steven Joyce’s visit to India in October 2012. The Institute was formally launched in
Wellington in August 2013. The number of Indian students has significantly increased over the
last few years and according to a recent survey, India is currently the second largest source of
international students for NZ.

Available at: https://www.wgtn.ac.nz/nziri
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Available at: https://www.wgtn.ac.nz/nziri
Civil aviation cooperation:
Given the large Indian diaspora in NZ and increasing two-way tourism flow, there is a strong
case for a direct air connection between the two countries which might prove to be a
game-change for all aspects of bilateral relations (High Commission of India, Wellington).
In September 2019, a high-level delegation including stakeholders in aviation and tourism
sector of NZ visited India to explore the possibility of direct air connectivity between the two
countries. The direct flights operated between the two countries under the Vande Bharat
Mission have strengthened the prospects of a direct weekly flight as and when the possibility
becomes commercially feasible for airlines.
Cooperation on Covid-19 pandemic:
Both countries cooperated extensively both bilaterally and as part of a group of like-minded
countries in fighting against the pandemic by ensuring continuity of supply chains of essential
commodities, medicines and vaccines. Both countries also facilitated repatriation of each
other’s nationals stranded in the wake of closure of international borders.
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Under the Vande Bharat Mission, 11 Air India and an equal number of private chartered flights
repatriated almost 4000 Indians from NZ and about 3000 Kiwis from India. NZ government
and people showed strong solidarity with India during the second wave of the pandemic.
Bilateral discussions between political leaders from the two countries led to formation of
strategies that helped in COVID-19 prevention planning in India. Government advisory firm
Sapio Analytics also played a role in the same.

POLITICAL RELATIONS
India and New Zealand historically share close and cordial ties. Diplomatic relations between
the two countries were established in 1952. Both countries are fellow travellers in their
commitment to disarmament, global peace, North-South Dialogue, human rights, ecological
preservation and combating international terrorism. NZ has recently commissioned an India
Strategy, aiming to make India a core trading, economic and political partner for NZ in the
coming years.
In recent years there has been a significant increase in interest of leadership of both the
countries to take the relationship to a higher level, reflected in high level exchange of visits
including that of the Hon’ble President to New Zealand (30 April – 2 May, 2016) and the then
NZ PM John Key (25-27 October, 2016). During the visit of PM John Key, agreements on food
safety, double tax avoidance and cooperation in the field of youth affairs and sports were
signed. It was also decided to establish a ministerial dialogue, annual Foreign Office
Consultations and a dialogue on cyber security. PM Shri Narendra Modi and PM Ardern met
on the sidelines of East Asia Summit in Manila on 13 November 2017 and again on 25
September, 2019 on the side lines of UNGA, where they discussed the entire gamut of bilateral
relations.
India-NZ Foreign Office Consultations were held on 5 December 2017. Indian side was led by
Secretary (East) while the NZ side was led by Foreign Secretary Mr. Brook Barrington. The
first India-NZ Cyber Dialogue was held on 27 November 2017 in New Delhi. The 6th IndiaNZ
Economic Dialogue was held in Wellington from 20-21 July, 2017. INSV Tarini, with its all
women crew, arrived in New Zealand on 29 November, 2017 during its maiden voyage to
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circumnavigate the globe. It was welcomed by Deputy Mayor of Christchurch. INS Sumitra
participated in the International Fleet Review to celebrate 75th Year of New Zealand Navy at
Auckland from 16-22 November, 2016.

Available at: https://www.newsbharati.com/Encyc/2017/12/12/INVS-Tarini-New-Zeland.html
As India increasingly attaches more importance to the connections between the Indian Ocean
region and the Western Pacific, encapsulated in its use of the term ‘Indo Pacific’, New Zealand
has a strategic significance (albeit still limited) which it has not hitherto had. India certainly
sees merit in advancing engagement between the two navies as well as furthering defense ties
more generally. Both countries have a shared interest in maintaining vital sea lines of
communication through the Indian Ocean (Rolls, 2016). At a global level, as India looks for
international partners and seeks to play a more prominent role, New Zealand can be a valuable
friend; particularly as Wellington is supportive of Indian membership of an expanded and
reformed UN Security Council.
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For New Zealand, the value of having strengthened ties is primarily, but not wholly, economic
(Rolls, 2016). In addition to gaining from increased merchandise exports and trade in services
with India (especially in terms of attracting more Indian students to study in, and tourists to
visit, New Zealand), New Zealand hopes to be able to attract and retain skilled Indian migrants
and engage more with India in a variety of regional and global level multilateral institutions.
From New Delhi’s perspective there is also value to be gained from a strengthened relationship
in terms of people-to-people links, particularly as this is an important dimension of Prime
Minister Modi’s foreign policy. New Zealand has witnessed a rapid growth in the Indian ethnic
group component of its population. In the 2013 census, this group represented 3.9% of the total
population: a higher proportion than in many other countries outside the Middle East. New
Zealand too is an increasingly popular destination for Indian tourists and continues to provide
fabulous location scenery and favourable terms for Bollywood’s film-makers.

RECOMMENDATIONS
This section provides recommendations as next steps for the relations between India and New
Zealand, based on the research and analysis done for the paper, and an understanding of deep
cultural connect between the countries.

New Chapter of Tourism
New Zealand has a strong tourist economy, primarily driven by its positioning as a place with
natural landscapes creating opportunities of adventure and nature trail. Indians do form a small
component of this economy.
Based on the above data points, there is an untapped potential in this sector, for New Zealand,
also directly impacting India positively.
Following is the potential:
•

Our data shows Indian travellers (based on consumer behaviour understanding) have
a high degree of affinity to travel to locations that add to their emotional and spiritual
experience. This is reflected by the choice of destinations of the segment that travels
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abroad often. New Zealand can create a positioning around its culture that supports
nature as being a part of life. This positioning hits an emotional chord with travellers
from India.
•

The above plan shall also attract tourists from countries other than India.

•

While doing such positioning, New Zealand should engage with businesses in India
that can help create the right positioning, owing to India’s excellence in positioning of
its cultural and spiritual superpower in the world.

Hence, the suggested next steps are as follows:
1. Create a Special New Zealand Tourism Plan (marketing, branding, etc.) around its
Emotional Experiences in its Natural Landscapes, with a focus on its origins lying in
the indigenous people and later European influence.
2. Engage with businesses (in India) to help create the right positioning and transform
some of its landscapes around this positioning. The transformation shall be done in a
way that sustainability of nature is not impacted, but narratives of cultural significance
are created.
3. Create virtual experiences, considering the current COVID limitations, to generate the
right positioning, so that virtual tourism is initiated, later converting to physical tourism.
Besides the above mentioned positioning, a large amount of tourism increase is also expected
from India and New Zealand’s healthcare connections, as explained in the next
recommendation below.

AYUSH in New Zealand
This recommendations comes based on a function of the following conclusive statements:
1. India’s major exports to New Zealand lies in its pharmaceutical products, hence having
built a strong amount of trust in India’s health sector by the people and businesses of
New Zealand.
This statement is further supported through our analytics driven research around what
the digital world is saying, through scraping of web platforms. It is also strengthened
by the recent conversations between the countries in the context of COVID-19 and its
vaccinations, as available in the public domain.
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2. India has constantly established itself as the centre of Yoga and Ayurveda, in the world.
Over the last few years, this positioning has been further strengthened, and new data
backed innovations related to the same prove this further. Yoga is an accepted and well
searched term in New Zealand, and interest for Ayurveda is also high.
This statement is further supported through our data driven research, including simple
outputs from Google Trends (e.g. Trends show a 3X increase in search related to Yoga
in NZ since 2004, while at the same time the worldwide increase has been nominal;
thus clearly proving a much higher increase in NZ’s interest as compared to the rest of
the world, thus establishing the possibility of a pattern).
3. The natural landscape of New Zealand, and the Maori culture of considering nature to
be a part of self, thus establishing a unique importance of nature in health, as also
prescribed by the ancient culture of India, create a strong connection between India and
New Zealand. This connection is currently on the level of thoughts, but the same can
be further strengthened through planned efforts towards the same.
Ayurveda and Yoga have a natural place in the culture of New Zealand, even in its
modern times due to the relations between India and NZ post arrival of European
countries in the nation in the 19th century, hence creating the case for the same.
Moreover, natural landscapes are a natural ally to Ayurveda and Yoga related
interventions, something which NZ is known in the world for.
Hence, based on the above conclusive statements, we recommend the following:
Creation of a special plan for AYUSH in New Zealand, with focus on A and Y of AYUSH
(where, AYUSH stands for Ayurveda, Yoga, Unani, Ayurveda, Yoga, Naturopathy, Unani,
Siddha, Sowa-Rigpa and Homoeopathy). The plan should include import of pharmaceutical
and other products associated with the same in NZ, special virtual plans around promotions
and usage of these solutions by those residing in NZ, integrations with NZ tourism plan, and
so on.
To do the same, following are the suggested immediate next steps:
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•

Involve Indian businesses in the space of Ayurveda and Yoga, and support them with
special plans of expansion in New Zealand, not only creating a channel for them, but
also helping build the right narrative in New Zealand (as briefly mentioned in this
document)

•

Discover and identify elements of New Zealand tourism where the said pointers of
Ayurveda and Yoga, can be a natural extension or fit, for tourists of all ethnicities. Next
steps of business expansion based on such discovery can be done post that.

•

Re-position New Zealand Tourism in India and India Tourism in New Zealand, based
on this new found knowledge.

India-Maori Trade Focus
It has been shown in this paper that there are cultural similarities in the core beliefs of India
and Maori cultures.

The Aotearoa New Zealand Pavilion at Expo 2020 Dubai celebrates its aboriginal culture,
just like India Pavilion does too, picture courtesy: Khaleej Times
Based on this understanding, it is expected that businesses coming from the Maori ethnicity
(either using the power of their culture or having established or led by people from the
ethnicity) shall find a more comfortable place in the vast segment of Indian consumers, the
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segment that the entire world is trying to target. Moreover, Indian technologies and knowledge
can find a place in these businesses to help them expand to India organically. Indian
technologies can also find more uses in trade with these companies.
We suggest the following steps:
•

Identify businesses and products in New Zealand that can have an easy expansion to
India. Simultaneously identify businesses in India that can work with these products in
their expansion.

•

Identify businesses in India that can find good business in New Zealand, focused on
specific communities within New Zealand.

•

Create channels of better communication and engagement based on such identification.

•

Explore possibility of special policies around such engagement.

CONCLUSION
The ties between India and New Zealand have gone through a roller coaster ride but there is a
sense of stability in the relationship. This has been propelled by the advent of globalization as
well as increasing interdependence. While New Zealand cannot ignore India’s huge market and
its services sector, India cannot overlook New Zealand’s important position in the Asia–Pacific
region as well as its increasing clout in various global and regional fora. There has been
growing convergence but there is a need for mutual understanding which can be promoted
through greater investments, trade and people-to-people contact.
The bilateral relationship between New Zealand and India has usually been described as ‘warm,
but not deep’. Giving the relationship much of its warmth has been the two countries shared
historical ties, traditions and values: often summed up from the New Zealand perspective as
‘cricket and Sir Ed [Hillary]’. Indicative of the lack of depth was the fact that despite New
Zealand’s foreign policy turn towards Asia after 1990, India still seemed to be on the margins;
certainly, in comparison with China.
Collaboration between New Zealand and India better focus on ICT, education and
tourism services — areas of mutual complementarities for both countries. Substantive
partnerships would help overcome critical skill shortages in New Zealand and address
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constraints in India’s move towards becoming a knowledge-based economy. India’s
pharmaceutical and healthcare industries present other opportunities to New Zealand given its
rapidly ageing population, with potential to lower healthcare costs and expand research
capabilities.
New Zealand could also recognize the importance India places on partners adopting policy that
streamlines physical movement, including on-arrival visas, multiple entry long-term business
visas and cultural exchanges. Closer people-to-people ties and better involving the
170,000strong Indian diaspora living in New Zealand — many of them professionals — would
spur further investment, currently of insignificant value. But all this requires New Zealand’s
policymakers to reassess immigration policy, a deeply politically sensitive issue — just as
agricultural tariffs remain a sensitive issue for India.
Despite being a relatively small player, New Zealand remains in a position to encourage India
back to RCEP and towards greater economic integration to the benefit of India itself and the
broader region.
The strength of India-NZ relations is deep rooted and takes strength from deep mutual
understanding. Having a partner in NZ, provides India, an effective way to further its expanding
strategic interests which very much coincide with Wellington’s desire for growing presence in
the Indo-Pacific region. It should serve as a common thread for Indo-NZ relations in the future,
although there will be challenges such as occasional differences in perception of global issues.
Most importantly, the cultural similarities between the countries, when seen in the context of
modern bilateral trade, provides clear recommendations on how to transform tourism and
healthcare sectors in the countries, using this untapped power of their relationship.
Given India’s burgeoning geopolitical and economic interests eastwards on one hand, and NZ’s
adage of ‘isolation, not insulation’ and commitment to collective security, on the other, there
exists potential for boundless scripts to be written together.
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